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Who are we supposed to be…. 
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What is the goal of the Church?  
More specifically what is the goal of 
West Baptist Church?  Why has God 
planted us in West Batesville at this 
time in history?  What are we to 
accomplish?  Those are great 
questions and important ones that 
need to be answered.  But even 
before we get to the question of 
what we are supposed to do and why 
we are here we must answer a more 
foundational question that will apply 
directly to each member of West 
Baptist Church.   

That question is “Who are we 
supposed to be?”  In the gospels, 
Jesus spoke about who we are to be.  
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Most notably is the Sermon on the 
Mount where Jesus said that blessed 
are the poor in spirit, those who 
mourn, the meek, those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers.  These are not things 
that are done, but who the person is.  
Each of these deals with the 
character or who a person is at the 
core.  He then goes on to speak 
about how a believer is to live out 
these things in their lives.  Why are 
they laid out in this order?  Because 
a person will live out who they are.  
Our lives give testimony to our 
hearts.  If we could simply do things 
and bring about change in who we 
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are then there would be no need for 
the grace of God.   

But none of these things can be 
done without the grace of God being 
applied to the heart of a person.   

Turning to the book of Romans Paul 
lays out for us the picture of what 
God has done for us in applying His 
grace to our lives.  He has justified 
us, He has given us peace, He’s 
given us life, He has sanctified us 
and is sanctifying us. Scripture even 
says that He has glorified us and yet 
He will glorify us on the day of 
redemption.  This is the picture of a 
transformed life.   

Live transformed lives together in our city, nation and world  

to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to all peoples. 
 



 

 

Vision and Direction  

2 

1

If I were to take a sponge and place 
it down in the water, it is going to 
begin to absorb the water.  It will 
continue to absorb that water until it 
is completely saturated.  The sponge 
has now taken on the characteristic 
of the water. Obviously it has not 
turned into a liquid but it has taken 
on the characteristic of water.  It is 
completely wet.    

Being completely saturated, if I were 
to take this sponge out of the water 
and squeeze it, what would happen?  
Right! Water would flow out of it.  It 
would expel what it has taken in. In 
order for the sponge to keep pouring 
out the water, it has to continually be 
immersed in the water.   

We are very much like this sponge.  
We need to immerse ourselves in the 
scriptures so when we are squeezed 
by the occurrences of life, the Word 
of God naturally flows out of you.  
And we know that we have to keep 
going back to the source for more 
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and more of this life-giving water so 
that we can continually pour out.  
Scripture has answers to some of 
life’s most difficult questions.  Why 
am I here?  What purpose does my 
employment have in the kingdom of 
God?  Why does God allow the 
people I love to suffer?  When life 
squeezes us with hard things we 
cannot only have the answers for 
ourselves, but also for those around 
us that encounter these difficulties.  
Not only this, but we have been 
commanded to teach others to 
“observe all that I have commanded 
you” (Matthew 28.20). It is 
impossible for us to disciple others if 
we are not saturated in the 
commands of Scripture ourselves.   

 

While there are a good number of 
people in our church that I believe 
read the word, there are very few 
that I would consider immersed. In 
fact, I’m fearful that a large number 

Biblical Saturation 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
Romans 12.1-2 

Personal 
Discipleship/Mentoring 

From the pulpit. 

Bible Study Resources 

West University. 

Bible Drill on all levels. 

Best Trained Teachers 

Saturation Week 
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‘But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking 
such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth." (John 4.23-24) 

1

 

For years I’ve told people that I wanted to see more 
passion in worship.  However, this isn’t an adequate 
picture of what I’m hoping to see in the church.  I think 
passion will accompany what I’m looking for in the 
worship of the church, which is being Christ-centered.  
To be anything else in worship misses the point and can 
at the extreme turn to idolatry. No where is that more 
evident than in the Sunday morning gathering of the 
church where we want things to cater to us; only hymns, 
only modern worship, worship band, traditional choir 
with piano and organ, low lighting, lights on all the way 
so I can see, and the list could go on and on.  But when 
we are all focused on Christ and worship Him, then the 
externals will not be as important.   

Therefore as we come together as a corporate body in 
times of worship we need to foster an environment that 
is all focused on Christ.  We do not want to be guilty of 
the sins that brought judgment on the people of Israel as 
they spoke well of God but yet their hearts were far from 
Him.   

Matthew 15.8-9 “'This people honors me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as 
doctrines the	  commandments of men.'  
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Worship therefore is not necessarily characterized by the 
outward emotion shown by those in the congregation, 
but it is judged by the condition of the heart in worship.  
That heart must be fully surrendered and focused on our 
savior. 

Again the question is asked, how is this to be done?  
First, each of these areas are not done independently of 
one another.  Each of them will have to work in tandem.  
Most assuredly a person saturated with the word of God 
will be more likely to offer genuine heart-overflowing 
worship to the Lord as the corporate body gathers 
together to lift up the name of Christ.  However, there 
are a few things that can also foster an environment 
where there is an expectation of genuineness in worship. 

Theologically Grounded leader 

Congregational Worship Instruction 

Best Trained Leaders and Technicians 

Musically and Aesthetically reverent 

Creativity 
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Intercessory prayer ministry  

This will function 24hrs/day, 7 
days/wk.  We will pray for the needs 

of our church (leadership, unity, 
servanthood, etc.), for the needs of 

our town and nation, for the 
expansion of the kingdom, for 

specific missionaries.  

Small Group Prayer 

As people begin through the week to 
gather together for the purpose 
praying for revival and spiritual 

awakening in the church and in our 
community. 

Intergenerational prayer 

There is great value to the 
generations praying together and 

learning to pray as one united people 
of God. This will foster unity. 

Prayer is access and dependence 
on God.  While there are some 
benefits to learning and 
understanding more about 
prayer, we need to experience it.  
As we come together in 
corporate groups on Wednesday 
night or Sunday morning, we 
should be spending time in 
prayer.   

When we are in our home 
individually and as families we 
should come together in prayer.  
With close friends we can 
develop prayer and 
accountability groups.   

Should we ever start a gathering 
without first calling on the Lord 
acknowledging our dependence 
on Him for all things?   

 

Prayer 
AND WE ALL, WITH UNVEILED FACE, BEHOLDING THE GLORY OF THE LORD ARE BEING 
TRANSFORMED INTO THE  SAME IMAGE FROM ONE DEGREE OF GLORY TO  ANOTHER. FOR 
THIS COMES FROM THE LORD WHO IS THE SPIRIT.  (2 Corinthians 3.18) 
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And he made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face 
of the earth, having determined allotted 
periods and the boundaries of their 
dwelling place, that they should seek 
God, in the hope that they might feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet 
he is actually not far from each one of 
us,  

(Acts 17.26-27) 

 

For many of us it has traditionally been trips that 
we have participated in where we would go and 
share the gospel through some type of activity 
(backyard bible clubs, door to door witnessing, 
construction projects, sports camps, block 
parties, etc.…) But take each one of the activities 
that I’ve listed here and remove the gospel from 
it and what do you have?  Just life. 

If you take the bible out of backyard bible clubs 
you get clubs that kids are involved in at school.  
If you take the witnessing out of door to door 
witnessing, you get just being neighborly.  
Getting to know those people that live around 
you.  If you take the gospel out of our purpose 
of a construction project, you get work.  You 
take the gospel out of sports camp and you get 
traveling teams and regular sports skills camp.  If 
you remove the gospel message you just get 
everyday life. 

 

But as a believer, we cannot separate our lives 
from the gospel message because it is the very 
thing that makes us who we are.  Paul in 
Philippians said,  “To live is Christ.”  In Galatians 
2.20 he said, “I	  have	  been	  crucified	  with	  Christ.	  
It	  is	  no	  longer	  I	  who	  live,	  but	  Christ	  who	  lives	  in	  
me.	  And	  the	  life	  I	  now	  live	  in	  the	  flesh	  I	  live	  by	  
faith	  in	  the	  Son	  of	  God,	  who	  loved	  me	  and	  gave	  
himself	  for	  me.”	  So	  to	  boil	  it	  down,	  a	  basic	  
truth	  for	  the	  life	  of	  the	  believer	  is	  Life	  is	  
Mission.	  	  There	  is	  nothing	  wrong	  with	  going	  
on	  mission	  trips	  where	  we	  are	  intentional	  
about	  sharing	  our	  faith.	  	  That	  is	  exactly	  what	  
we	  should	  be	  doing.	  	  But	  we	  also	  must	  be	  
intentional	  about	  sharing	  our	  faith	  where	  we	  
live.	  	  	  
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Missions 
Education/Discipleship 

Develop Four-Strategic 
Mission Partnerships 

Missional Bible Studies 

Evangelistic Training 

Intentional “Go”-ing to our 
community 

Social Justice Needs 

Intergenerational Missions 
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How to 
Explain This 

to Others? 

How we conduct ourselves will determine our brand in the community. Make no 
mistake; we have a brand in this community already.  But what we do in response to 

this vision will determine if that changes or remains the same. 

Word 

When children, youth and adults that can recognize biblical and theological error 

When children youth and adults that can take God’s word and correctly apply it to 
the situations of life 

Worship 

When people leave the service with praise on their lips about the greatness of God. 

When there are no more worship wars 

Prayer 

When people’s first reaction is to pray instead of gossip 

People that will spend as much time on in prayer as we do on our phones 

Witness 

People being freed from addictions and lifestyles of sin. 

Weekly baptisms 

People that are willing to do whatever it takes to worship God and reach others 

People living on less money to invest in the kingdom 
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